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REPORT 


Hon.  Jesse  R.  Burden., 

Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate,  the  ninth  annual  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern 
State  Penitentiary. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Yours,  &c. 

THOMAS  BRADFORD,  Jr.,  Pres't 
of  Board  of  Inspect.  E.  S.  Penitentiary. 
Philadelphia,  February  6,  1838. 

NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTORS  OF  THE 
EASTERN  STATE  PENITENTIARY. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Pennsylvania: 

The  term  of  office  of  the  late  members  of  the  Board  having 
expired  since  the  last  annual  report,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  re-appointed  the  following  named  persons  to  be  Inspectors  of 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  for  two  years  : 

Thomas  Bradford,  Jr.  Matthew  L.  Bevan,  and 

John  Bacon,  Robert  Patterson. 

Wm.  Hood, 

The  new  Board  was  organized  by  the  re-election  of 
THOMAS  BRADFORD,  Jr.,  President. 

Wm.  II.  Hood,  Secretary. 

John  Bacon,  Treasurer. 

Samuel  R.  Wood  was  re-appointed  Warden;  and 

Dr.  Wm.  Darrach,  appointed  Physician,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Frank¬ 
lin  Bache,  resigned. 
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The  number  of  prisoners  in  this  institution,  on  the  first  of  the  last 
year,  was  three  hundred  and  eighty-five;  and  on  the  first  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  year,  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  The  number  received 
in  the  year  1836,  was  one  hundred  and  forty-three;  and  in  1837, 
one  hundred  and  sixty-one :  showing  an  increase  of  only  eighteen 
convictions,  during  the  last,  beyond  the  preceding  year.  Of  the 
number  received  during  the  past  year,  one  hundred  were  white 
males ;  one  white  female ;  fifty-eight  colored  males ;  and  two  colored 
females. 

The  number  discharged  on  expiration  of  sentence,  and  by  pardorty 
and  removed  by  death,  during  the  year*  was  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine:  of  which,  ninety-six  were  white  males ;  four  white  females — 
total  whites,  one  hundred;  colored  males,  fifty-five ;  colored  females* 
four — total  colored,  fifty-nine. 

There  have  been  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight  prisoners  received 
from  July  1,  1829,  to  January  1,  1838  :  of  which,  three  hundred 
and  eighty-one  have  served  out  their  times ;  thirty-mine  pardoned, 
and  fifty-one  died — total  discharged,  four  hundred  and  seventy-one. 
And  of  those  who  had  served  out  their  sentences,  nineteen  have  been 
re-convicted,  and  returned  during  the  past  year.  And  during  the 
entire  period  of  seven  years  and  six  months,  forty-one  have  been 
re-convicted  and  returned  to  this  Penitentiary.  So  far,  we  have  never' 
had  a  female  prisoner  re-convicted. 

The  colored  prisoners  in  this  Penitentiary  have  always  and  do 
now  greatly  exceed  in  number,  the  whites,  according  to  the  relative 
proportion  of  the  white  with  the  colored  population  of  the  State ;  so, 
also,  as  to  their  mortality.  Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  (fifty-one) 
which  have  occurred  since  the  opening  of  the  institution,  up  to  the 
first  of  this  year,  thirty-four  have  been  colored — or  six  prisoners  per 
centage;  and  seventeen  whites — or  1.80  per  centage  on  the  whole 
amount. 

The.  number  of  deaths'  during  the  past  year  was  seventeen — or 
4  4-10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  confined;  ten  of  these  were 
colored,  and  seven  whites :  showing  a'  per  centage  of  three  per  cent, 
on  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  white  prisoners,  and  6.49  on  cne 
hundred  and  fifty-four  colored  prisoners. 

There  have  been  more  deaths  in  the  past  than  in  any  preceding 
year.  A  majority  of  those  who  died,  were  in  a  diseased  state  of 
body  when  admitted.  To  the  report  of  the  Physician,  which  accom¬ 
panies  this  report,  we  refer  for  particulars  on  this  and  other  points 
connected  with  the  diseases  of  the  institution. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  every  person  convieted  of  a  felonious 
offence,  within  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  whose  term  of 
servitude  is  for  two  years  and  upwards,  is  sentenced  to  this  Peniten¬ 
tiary,  as  also,  all  prisoners  convicted  of  felony,  in  the  counties  lying 
east  of  the  mountains,  whose  time  of  imprisonment  exceeds  one 
year ;  and  that  this  district  includes  the  largest  portion  of  the  State, 
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with  a  population  of  more  than  a  million  of  souls,  we  have  abundant 
reason  for  believing  that  crime  has  not  increased,  in  proportion  to 
the  increase  of  population;  and  that  this  diminution  is  in  a  good 
degree  to  be  attributed  to  the  Pennsylvania  System  of  separate  and 
solitary  confinement  with  labor. 

Although  the  number  of  prisoners  re-convicted  to  this  institution, 
during  the  past,  was  greater  than  in  any  former  year,  it  has  excited 
no  surprise. 

Eleven  of  the  nineteen  who  were  re-convicted,  have  been  repeat¬ 
edly  inmates  of  the  Walnut  street  prison  ;  and  many  have  been  unable 
to  get  employment,  in  consequence  of  the  deranged  state  of  business. 
All  of  them  were  intemperate  before  they  were  convicted,  and  to  the 
want  of  employment,  and  drunkenness,  they  owe  their  present  re- 
conviction. 

Intemperance  is  the  cause  of  three-fourths  of  the  offences  punish¬ 
ed  in  this  penitentiary.  We  know  of  no  remedy  which  will  work 
a  cure  so  efficiently  as  the  faithful  inculcation  of  moral  and  religious 
truth  on  the  mind  and  heart  of  these  self-ruined  men.  We  need, 
therefore,  the  services  of  an  experienced,  intelligent  and  pious  man, 
who  shall  be  their  instructor,  and  visit  them  frequently  in  their  cells, 
inculcating,  day  by  day,  the  principles  of  temperance  and  religion. 
These,  by  the  blessing  cf  Heaven,  may  effect  a  change  of  heart  and 
life.  As  in  all  our  former  reports,  so  in  this,  we  do  most  respectful¬ 
ly  and  urgently  solicit  the  Legislature  to  grant  the  inspectors  author¬ 
ity  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  moral  and  religious  instructor,  at  a 
compensation  adequate  to  his  labor. 

The  situation  and  sufferings  of  discharged  convicts,  has  excited 
our  attention  and  sympathy.  We  feel  that  we  shall  be  excused,  in 
presenting  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  and  our 
fellow-citizens,  generally.  The  small  sum  of  money,  (four  dollars) 
allowed  to  a  convict  on  his  discharge,  is  often  expended  whilst  he 
is  seeking  for  employment.  But  when  that  is  gone,  and  no  employ¬ 
ment  can  be  had,  what  hope  is  there  that  he  will  be  able  to  struggle 
against  poverty  and  maintain  his  integrity  ? 

This  class  of  men,  as  well  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  laboring 
poor,  need  advice  and  assistance,  to  help  them' along  the  rugged  path¬ 
way  of  life.  Those  who  are  willing  to  labor,  should  have  work 
provided  for  them — those  who  are  lazy  and  idle,  should  be  compel¬ 
led  to  work  ;  whilst  the  sick,  the  helpless  and  the  aged,  should  be 
the  tender  objects  of  the  benevolence  of  a  compassionate  community. 

The  Alms  House  would  be  relieved  of  the  sturdy  and  indolent 
beggar.  The  House  of  Industry  should  be  his  home,  there  to  re¬ 
main  and  be  employed  until  reformed  and  rendered  fit  to  be  restored 
to  society.  The  houses  of  employment  should  be  established  on  a 
large  scale,  near  our  cities  and  large  towns,  in  which  employment 
in  mechanical  business  and  agricultural  labor  should  be  provided  for 
fall  who  are  able  and  willing  to  work. 
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If  an  annual  loss  should  occur  in  such  establishments,  it  would  be' 
counterbalanced  by  the  diminution  of  the  annual  poor  rates,  and  the 
expenses  of  criminal  justice,  while  moral  and  industrious  habits 
would,  to'  a  considerable  extent,  he  increasing  among  the  laboring 
classes,  and  the  tippling  houses  cease  to  be  crowded  with  customers. 

An  evil  exists  in  some  of  the  county  prisons,  from  the  comming¬ 
ling  of  prisoners,  which  ought  to  be  remedied,  by  placing  every  pris¬ 
oner,  on  his  admission,  in  separate  cells,  there  to  be  kept  until  dis¬ 
charged  or  removed  to  this  institution  ;  and  if  a  board  of  inspectors 
was  appointed  by  the  judges  of  the  county  courts  for  each  county 
prison,  we  should  no  longer  hear  of  the  disgraceful  fact,  that  ardent 
spirits  are  allowed  to  untried  prisoners,  whilst  in  confinement.  Owing 
to  this  practice,  many  prisoners  come  to  us  under  die  influence  of 
intemperate  habits,  if  not  acquired,  atleast  strengthened  in  the  county 
prison.  We  would  also  suggest,  that  it  should  be  made  an  offence, 
punishable  by  imprisonment,  for  any  sheriff  or  other  officer,  engaged 
in  transporting  prisoners  to  this  or  any  other  penitentiary,  to  give; 
or  suffer  to  be  given,  any  intoxicating  liquor,  to  any  prisoner  under 
his  care,  whilst  on  the  journey,  or  previous  thereto.  Prisoners  have 
been,  and  continue  to  be  frequently  brought  to  this  institution,  in  a 
state  of  great  intoxication. 

The  inspectors  regret  to  say,  that  the  manufacturing  operations  of 
the  institution,  during  the  past  year,  have  been  attended  with  con¬ 
siderable  loss.  The  general  stagnation  of  business  which  has  exist¬ 
ed  for  many  months  past,  obliged  most  of  our  contractors  to  cease 
from  further  employing  our  prisoners.  This  imposed  a  necessity  on 
the  inspectors  to  become  purchasers-  of  the  raw  material,  in  order  to 
keep  the  men  employed,  and  in  this  way  a  heavy  debt  has  been 
incurred.  The  stock  of  goods  has  accumulated,  because  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  has  existed  for  making  sales,  except  at  a  great  sacrifice.-  We 
have  no  authority  to  borrow  money  to  meet  our  debts,-  and  there¬ 
fore  we  are  compelled  to  ask  of  the  Legislature  present  relief,  by  a 
loan  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  re-paid  out  of  the  sales  of  the 
goods  on  hand.  The  advanced  prices  of  provisions  during  the  last 
year,  has  considerably  increased  our  expenses. 

In  our  last  report,  we  stated  that  the  cost  of  erecting  the  additional 
cells,  directed  to  be  built  by  the  late  acts  of  the  Legislature,  would 
exceed  the  appropriation  by  about  eight  thousand  dollars.  The 
actual  amount  of  this  excess,  as  now  fully  ascertained,  is  eight  thous¬ 
and  five  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  Interest  is 
required,  and  is  justly  due  on  these  claims,  as  the  bills  have  been 
due  for  a  considerable  time.  We  respectfully  ask  a  further  appro¬ 
priation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  this  purpose,  to  be  accounted  for 
according  to  law. 

The  financial  operations  of  the  institution  are  regularly  transmit¬ 
ted  and  settled  at.  the  accounting  department  of  the  Government,  ac¬ 
cording  to  law. 
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The  experience  of  another  year,  enables  us  to  state,  that  no  in¬ 
stance  of  insanity  has  occurred  in  this  institution  which  has  been 
produced  by  solitary  or  separate  confinement,  operating  injuriously 
on  the  mind.  Cases  of  dementia,  the  effects  of  vicious  conduct, 
occur  every  year ;  but  they  usually  yield  to  medical  remedies. 

The  fears  which-  some  entertained,  as  to  the  influence  of  long  con¬ 
finement  in  injuring  the  health  of  the  body  as  well  as  the  mind  of 
the  prisoner,  have  proved  groundless.  One  who  had  been  in  con¬ 
finement  for  seven'  years,  was  recently  discharged  in  good  health- — 
reformed  in  temper  and  conduct,  and  is  now  doing  well.  When  he 
was  convicted,  he  declared  that  he  preferred  death  to  confinement  for 
seven  years  in  the  cells.  When  discharged,  he  expressed  grateful 
feelings  for  the  kindness  manifested  to  him,  declaring  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  benefits  which  could  never  be  forgotten,  and  which  he  hoped 
never  to  lose. 

There  are  some  prisoners  now  in  the  institution,  who  have  been  in 
confinement  for  eight  years ;  some  six  and  some  five  years ;  and  all 
of  them  in  good  health.  Among  the  healthiest  prisoners  are  these 
who  have  been  the  longest  time  in  prison. 

Many  of  our  discharged  prisoners  are  doing  well,  and  some  ex¬ 
hibit  satisfactory  evidence  of  reformation  of  heart  and  life.  In  our 
walks  through  the  city,  we  frequently  meet  them,  and  they  always 
greet  us  with  thankfulness,  uniformly  declaring  that  it  was  good  for 
them  to  have  been  in  the  cells  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary. 

To  the  report  of  the  warden  and  the  accompanying  statistical 
tables,  we  refer  for  much  valuable  information. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  our  acknowledgments  to  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  for  his  goodness,  in  crowning  our 
efforts  with  so  much  success. 

We  feel  persuaded  that  the  Legislature  will  continue  to  this  enter- 
prize  of  benevolence  its  fostering  care  and  protection,  and  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when,  by  the  influence  of  moral  and  religions 
instruction  about  to  be  diffused  by  the  aid  of  common  schools  through¬ 
out  the  State,  such  a  healthful  state  of  morals  will  ensue,  as  that 
intemperance,  poverty  and  crime,  shall  almost  cease  to  have  a  name 
in  our  beloved  State. 

THOMAS  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
JOHN  BACON, 

WM.  H.  HOOD, 

MATTHEW  L.  BEY  AN, 

R.  PATTERSON. 


Eastern  State  Penitentiary, 
January  1,  1838. 
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WARDEN’S  REPORT. 

Nothing  of  material  importance  beyond  the  ordinary  routine  of  the 
establishment  having  occurred  during  the  past  year,  I  find  little  to  add 
to  the  accompanying  documentary  information,  required  by  law,  to  be 
annually  furnished  to  the  Legislature. 

In  my  report  of  last  year,  I  stated  that  the  number  of  prisoners 
might  be  expected  to  range  between  four  hundred,  and  four  hundred 
and  fifty.  They  have  not  yet  reached  four  hundred. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1837,  we  had  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  prisoners ;  during  the  year,  we  received  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  and  discharged  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  leaving,  on  the  first 
of  January,  1838,  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  Of  these,  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four  were  white  males ;  five  white  females ;  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  colored  males,  and  fourteen  colored  females. 

Of  those  received  during  the  year,  nineteen  had  been  once  before 
in  this  penitentiary;  and  of  these  nineteen,  eleven  had  been  old  con¬ 
victs  prior  to  their  first  conviction  here. 

Drunkenness  is  the  principal  cause  of  these  re-convictions,  as  it  is 
also  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  first  convictions. 

The  unwillingness  manifested  by  most  employers,  to  take  persons 
released  from  prison  into  their  work-shops,  makes  it  difficult  for  con¬ 
victs  to  obtain  good  situations,  at  any  period  of  the  year ;  but  during 
the  winter  especially,  out-door  work  is  scarce,  and  those  discharged 
at  this  season,  often  find  themselves  in  so  very  destitute  a  situation, 
that  we  need  not  be  surprised,  if  they  should  sometimes  be  tempted 
to  steal  rather  than  starve. 

1  believe  much  benefit  would  result,  from  the  courts  either  ex¬ 
tending  or  diminishing,  in  a  slight  degree,  the  period  of  confinement, 
so  as  to  make  it  terminate  in  either  spring,  summer,  or  autumn. 

While  it  is  a  source  of  regret  that  any  should  return  to  prison,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  satisfactory  to  know,  that  many  of  those  who  served  out 
their  time,  among  whom  were  some  considered  incorrigible  offenders, 
are  now,  to  all  appearances,  leading  honest,  industrious  and  sober 
lives. 

• 

I  expressed  the  opinion  several  years  ago,  in  one  of  my  annual  re¬ 
ports,  that  no  prisoner  ought  to  be  sent  here  for  a  shorter  period  than 
two  years,  and  that  some  of  the  good  effects  of  the  system  would 
probably  not  be  realized  in  the  course  of  a  single  year.  Experience 
appears  to  have  confirmed  the  correctness  of  this  conjecture,  as  it  re¬ 
spects  the  welfare  of  both  the  individual  and  the  penitentiary. 

It  is  not  unfrequently  the  practice  of  the  friends  and  relations  of  the 
prisoner,  immediately  after  his  conviction,  to  promise  that  every  ex¬ 
ertion  shall  be  made  to  procure  him  a  pardon;  and  the  convict  ao 
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cordingly  arrives  here  under  an  impression,  that  he  will  remain  only 
a  few  days,  or  at  most  a  few  weeks.  This  belief  he  cherishes  for 
some  time  ;  but  when  disappointment  at  length  follows,  believing 
himself  forgotten  and  neglected  by  all  who  knew  him,  he  is  left  in  a 
most  unhappy  state  of  mind.  It  would,  in  all  cases,  be  a  much  more 
decided  mark  of  real  kindness  in  his  friends,  to  reconcile  him,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  to  his  fate,  and  to  prepare  his  mind  for  the  worst. 

It  is  now  almost  universally  admitted  by  those  who  have  studied 
penal  jurisprudence,  that  it  is  from  the  certainty,  and  not  from  the 
severity  of  punishment,  that  good  effects  are  to  be  derived.  For¬ 
merly  the  pretext  for  pardoning,  both  in  this  and  our  sister  States, 
was  the  necessity  of  preserving  thereby  the  discipline  of  the  prisons : 
but  since  the  erection  of  new  prisons,  this  excuse  can  no  longer  be 
pleaded ;  and  hence,  in  those  States  where  these  improvements  have 
taken  place,  public  opinion  has  become  adverse  to  the  old  practice  of 
pardoning  by  scores. 

A  moderate  sentence,  with  the  certainty  of  having  to  serve  the 
entire  period,  is  much  more  beneficial  than  twice  the  number  of 
years,  accompanied  by  the  constant  hope  of  receiving  a  pardon. 

The  ease  with  which  signatures  are  obtained  to  petitions,  encour¬ 
ages  the  relatives  of  convicts  to  procure  them  in  such  numbers,  as 
may  sometimes  lead  the  Excutive  to  believe  that  injustice  has  been 
done  to  the  culprit,  when,  perhaps,  not  one  half  t»f  the  signers  are 
acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  other  half  are  actuated 
more  by  feelings  of  kindness  towards  the  family,  than  by  a  sense  of 
justice,  or  a  proper  regard  to  the  dignity  and  efficiency  of  the  laws. 

It  will  scarcely  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  to  any  who  are  connected 
either  with  public  or  private  business,  to  learn  that  our  finances  are 
not  in  as  favorable  a  condition  as  they  were  a  year  ago.  The  causes 
which  have  produced  so  much  distress  in  almost  ever}'  department 
of  industry,  have,  in  like  manner,  affected  our  handicraft  operations ; 
while  the  high  price  of  provisions  has  necessarily  swelled  our  ex¬ 
pense  accounts  far  beyond  that  of  any  previous  year.  Nevertheless, 
from  some  new  arrangements  which  have  been  made,  I  think  we 
may  calculate  on  greater  earning  from  our  prisoners  in  future,  without 
the  risk  of  either  gain  or  loss  on  the  manufactured  article. 

Signed, 


12 th  Mo.  31,  1837. 


S.  R.  WOOF,  Wer.len, 
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Employment  of  Prisoners ,  December  31,  1837. 

Weaving  Department  159;  Cordwaining  do.  156  ;  Blacksmiths  3 
Carpenters  4;  Tinman  1 ;  Cooks  2 ;  Baker  1  ;  Turner  1 ;  Gunsmiths 
1  ;  Cooper  1 ;  Oakum  pickers  33  ;  Tailors  2  ;  Last  maker  1  ;  Engineer 
1 ;  Apothecary  1 ;  Sewing  4;  Jobbers  10;  Idle  G. 


Of  161  prisoneis  received  in  the  year  1837,  there  were  natives  of 


Pennsylvania, 

67 

North  Carolina, 

1 

New  Jersey, 

10 

District  of  Columbia, 

1 

Delaware, 

10 

Ireland, 

18 

New  York, 

16 

England, 

8 

Connecticut, 

2 

Germany, 

9 

JMaine, 

2 

West  Indies, 

1 

Maryland, 

11 

Poland, 

1 

Virginia, 

o 

Canada, 

1 

Alabama, 

1 

Convicted  of  the  following  Crimes  : 

Larceny, 

100 

Assault  and  battery,  intent  to 

Burglary, 

17 

commit  rape, 

2 

Horse-stealing, 

3 

Horse-stealing  and  larceny, 

2 

Forgery, 

4 

Burglary  and  larceny, 

2 

Passing  counterfeit  money, 

4 

Murder  on  the  high  seas, 

1 

Murder, 

3 

Receiving  stolen  goods, 

2 

Robbery, 

5 

Assault  and  battery, 

2 

Rape, 

2 

Misdemeanor, 

2 

Arson, 

2 

Attempt  to  poison, 

1 

Assault  and  battery,  intent  to  kill, 4 

Cheating  by  false  pretences, 

2 

Attempt  at  burglary, 

1 

Education. 

Relations. 

Could  read  and  write. 

73 

Unmarried, 

no 

Could  read  only, 

35 

Married, 

45 

Could  not  read  or  write, 

o3 

Widowers, 

6 

Habits. 

Were  bound  and  served  till  21 

Drank  and  got  drunk, 

120 

years  of  age. 

30 

Drank  but  did  not  get  drunk, 

13 

W  ere  bound  and  left  their  mas 

Did  not  drink, 

28 

ters, 

29 

Were  never  bound, 

102 

Number  of  Convictions. 

Ages. 

First, 

102 

Under  20  years  of  age, 

13 

Second, 

33 

From  20  to  30 

96 

Third, 

16 

30  to  40 

32 

Fourth, 

7 

40  to  50 

15 

Fifth, 

2 

50  to  60 

4 

Sixth, 

l 

70  to  80 

1 

Eastern  penitentiary". 
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Their  sentences  as  follows : 


i 

year, 

8 

ears, 

4  months 

1 

6 6 

1  day, 

O 

Aj 

2 

66 

6  “ 

1 

66 

1  month. 

4 

3 

66 

i 

tc 

3  “ 

•> 

3 

66 

3  “ 

1 

it, 

G  “ 

27 

4 

66 

1 

46 

8  “ 

2 

5 

66 

1 

46 

9  “ 

I 

7 

66 

2 

66 

49 

8 

6  6 

2 

66 

2  “ 

2 

10 

66 

2 

66 

3  “ 

3 

12 

66 

And  one  United  States  prisoner  sentenced  to  be  hung. 


1 

3 

39 

1 

7 

7 

8 
1 
1 
a 


White  males, 
White  females. 


Color. 


100  Colored  males, 

1  Colored  females, 

-  101 


8 

52 

—  60 


PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  Phy¬ 
sician  respectfully  presents  his  Annual  Report  of  1837. 

Gentlemen — The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  favor¬ 
able.  The  inclosed  medical  table  presents  the  number,  character 
and  monthly  distribution  of  all  the  cases  of  disease  which  have  oc¬ 
curred  throughout  the  3- ear.  More  than  a  third  of  the  cases,  are 
complaints  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  which,  with  some  exceptions, 
admitted  of  an  easy  and  prompt  cure;  a  ninth  are  fevers;  more  than 
a  tenth,  rheumatism;  next  may  be  classed  catarrh,  plethora  of  the 
head  and  chest;  after  these,  secondary  syphilis,  scrofula,  debility 
and  dementia.  The  appendix  of  the  table  shows  the  number  and 
character  of  the  diseases  of  the  colored  prisoners.  It  is  proper  to 
state,  that  the  said  annual  register  contains  fully  all  the  cases  of  acute 
and  chronic  disease,  together  with  the  disorders,  ailments  and  acci¬ 
dents,  which  could  not  well  have  been  omitted.  There  has  been 
more  sickness  among  the  colored  than  among  the  white  priso¬ 
ners. 
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The  prisoners  received  this  year,  may  be  classed,  in  reference  to 
health  and  color,  viz  : 

1st. — White  prisoners  in  good  health,  42  ) 

2d.  do.  do,  imperfect  health,  59^ 

Sd. — Colored  prisoners  in  good  health,  25  )  _ 

4th,  do.  do.  imperfect  health,  35  y 

making,  of  the  total  admissions,  one  hundred  and  sixty-one,  ninety- 
four  in  imperfect,  and  only  sixty-seven  in  good  health. 

The  prisoners  discharged  may  be  classed,  in  reference  to  their 
health,  on  admission  and  dismission,  and  also  to  their  color,  viz; 

1st. — , White  prisoners  admitted  and  discharged  in  good  health,  58"'| 

2d.  “  “  “  imperfect  health,  8  [ 

3d.  “  discharged  in  better  health  than  when  received,  17  j 

4th.  “  discharged  in  worse  health  than  when  received,  9 J 

5th. — Colored  prisoners  admitted  and  discharged  in  good  health,  33"') 

6th.  “  “  “  imperfect  health,  6  1 

7th.  “  discharged  in  better  health  than  when  received,  4 

8th.  “  discharged  in  worse  health  than  when  received,  6 

making  of  the  total  discharges,  one  hundred  and  forty-one  ;  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twelve  discharged  in  good  health,  and  only  twenty-nine  pri¬ 
soners  discharged  in  imperfect  health.  It  appears  from  these  state¬ 
ments,  that  the  amount  of  good  health  in  the  prisoners  discharged, 
has  been  greater  than  that  of  imperfect  health  in  prisoners  admitted ; 
and  that  of  the  twenty-nine  prisoners  discharged  in  imperfect  health, 
twelve  are  colored,  showing  them  to  be  less  benefited  in  health  by 
this  system  of  imprisonment,  than  the  white  prisoner.  It  appears, 
also,  in  regard  to  the  admissions,  that  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  sixty  are  coloi-ed,  which  is  13-100  per  cent,  of  the  colored 
population  of  the  State,  whilst  the  admission  of  white  prisoners,  one 
hundred  and  one,  is  only  3-500  per  cent,  of  the  white  population. 
This  disproportion  of  colored  prisoners  has  always  unduly  augment¬ 
ed  the  number  of  severe  and  protracted  cases  of  disease,  and  the 
mortality  of  this  penitentiary. 

Seventeen  deaths  have  occurred  the  past  year  among  the  average 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  prisoners,  seven  among  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-three  white,  and  ten  among  one  hundred  apd  fifty-, 
four  colored  prisoners. 
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This  table  also  presents,  with  two  exceptions,  cases  of  disease  of  incurable  character;  seven  of  them,  with  five  of 
seven  of  the  former  table,  are  cases  of  disorganized  lungs,  (adhesions,  effusions,  enlargements,  consolidations,  tubercles 
and  abscesses,)  the  fruit  of  intemperance,  scrofula,  syphilis  and  masturbation.  The  effects  of  this  last  noticed  cause,  are 


presented  in  an  annexed  table,  showing  that  two-thirds  of  its  influence  is  on  the  colored  prisoners,  and  that  the  fourteen 
•cases  of  dementia,  reported  in  the  medical  table,  are  referable  to  this  cause.  These  cases  of  dementia  have  all  been  dis¬ 
charged  cured,  except  one  only  relieved,  and  another  yet  on  the  list. 
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This  report  affords  two  very  satisfactory  results,  viz  :  1st.  That 
during  the  past  year,  whilst  in  the  admissions,  there  has  been  64.59 
per  centage  of  imperfect  health,  there  has,  in  the  discharges,  been  a 
greater  per  centage  oi  good  health,  viz.  79.43.,  2d.  That,  although 

this  Penitentiary  is  burdened  with  a  sickly,  inefficient  colored  popu¬ 
lation,  which,  by  self  abuse,  become  debilitated  in  mind  and  body, 
and  diseased,  and  make  three-fifths  of  its  mortality,  yet,  during  a 
period  of  seven  years  and  three  months,  there  has  been  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  deaths,  of  whom  only  seventeen  are  of  the 
white  prisoners,  making,  of  the  total  average  of  such,  a  per  centage 
of  1.80. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  W.  DARRACII.  M.  D. 

Physician,  Eastern  Penitentiary. 

January  Is?,  1838,  Philadelphia, 


